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something that may better deserve the name of
relaxation, till we are again summoned to the daily
labours of our employment.
Meanwhile, religion seldom comes in our way,
scarcely occurs to our thoughts; and when some
secret misgivings begin to be felt on this head, com-
pany soon drowns, amusements dissipate, or habitual
occupations insensibly displace or smother the rising
apprehension. Professional and commercial men
perhaps, especially when they happen to be persons
of more than ordinary reflection, or of early habits
of piety not quite worn away, easily quiet their con-
sciences, by the plea, that necessary attention to their
business leaves them no time to think on these se-
rious subjects at present. " Men of leisure they con-
fess should consider them; they themselves will do
it hereafter when they retire; meanwhile they are
usefully or at least innocently employed." Thus busi-
ness and pleasure fill up our time, and the "one
thing needful" is forgotten. Respected by others,
and secretly applauding ourselves (perhaps congra-
tulating ourselves that we are not like such an one
who is a spendthrift, or a mere man of pleasure, or
such another who is a notorious miser), the true
principle of action is no less wanting in us; and per-
sonal advancement, or the acquisition of wealth, is
the object of our supreme desires and predominant
pursuit.
It would be to presume too much on the reader's
patience to attempt a delineation of the characters
of the politician, the metaphysician, the scholar, the
poet, the virtuoso, the man of taste, in all their
varieties. Of these, and many other classes which
might be enumerated, suffice it to remark, and to
appeal to every mao's own experience for the truth
of the observation, that they in like manner are
often completely engrossed by the objects of their

